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WHAT’S NEXT FOR STUDENT APPLICATIONS? 
Seniors – once you have completed your applications, you will start hearing 

from the colleges regarding your admission status. 

The next thing to consider, at most schools, is 

HOUSING! 

Most schools will ask you to submit a housing deposit 

to ‘hold’ a spot for you at their school. It is 

acceptable to commit to housing at more than one 

school, since your final decision on where to attend 

isn’t required until May 1st (Pay attention to any special deadlines you might 

have.) The key is to pay attention to the deadlines for canceling housing at the 

school(s) where you decide not to attend. 

Some schools may not give you a refund of your housing deposit if 

you cancel your housing agreement. Some will give you a partial or full refund, 

depending on their published date for canceling housing arrangements. 
Check with each school to be sure! 

MID-YEAR REPORT TO COLLEGES 
Seniors, if you are applying to Common Application 

schools, be aware that they want to receive a mid-year 

transcript and report from us.  We should have your 

transcript updated with the seventh semester entries sometime this month. As  soon 

as it is available we will be submitting this to your Common-App schools. If, for 

another reason, you want us to send mid-year transcripts to any non-Common App 

schools on your behalf (i.e. improvement in grades first semester) you need to let 

us know. We won’t automatically know you need or want to have this done for 

you. Contact your College Counselor. 

Updating Naviance with 
application decisions 
Seniors – as you receive admission decisions 

from colleges where you’ve applied, please 

update your status for each college in your 

Naviance Student account. This helps future 

students as they consider where to apply.  
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COLLEGE rep Visits to 
Chaminade 
Seniors you are welcome to stop by any 
College Rep visits this spring if you have 

any final questions for a rep. Sign up in 
Naviance and get a pass in the Counseling 

office. Watch the announcements or check 
our web page to see current visits 

scheduled (https://www.chaminade-

stl.org/academics/guidance-and-

counseling/college-guidance). There will 

be MANY more visits scheduled in the 
coming months.  

 

 
 

 

 

WITHDRAWING APPS AFTER EARLY 
DECISION (ED) ADMISSION 
When seniors apply under an Early Decision 

plan, they agree to withdraw their 

applications to other colleges if admitted. 

To do this, students must contact these other 

colleges directly, as the Common 

Application does not have a mechanism for 

withdrawing submitted applications. 

 
Students seeking financial aid do not need 

to withdraw other applications until they 

have received notification about financial 

aid from the admitting ED institution. 

 
 

ACT test dates for ‘19-’20 

  
 
 

Test Date 
Registration 

Deadline 
(Late Fee 

Required) 

February 8 January 10, 2020 January 11-17, 2020 

April 4    February 28, 2020   Feb. 29-Mar. 13, 2020 

June 13 May 8, 2020 May 9-22, 2020 

TRACKING SCHOLARSHIP 
OFFERS  
 
Make sure you’re hanging on to any  
notifications (email, U.S. Mail, etc.)  
of scholarship offers from colleges  
or outside organizations. This  
information will be needed to confirm your 
offers with the College Counseling office (for 
later publication in the Graduation program). 
Scholarship amounts are not published, but we 
will need this information for historical data 
purposes.  

Register for the ACT exam online at 

www.actstudent.org/start 

SAT test dates for ‘19-’20 
 

Test Date 
Regular Registration 

Deadline 

May 2, 2020 April 3, 2020 

June 6, 2020 May 8, 2020 
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Register for the SAT exam online at  

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat 
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FINANCING COLLEGE: 
QUESTIONS FOR FAMILIES TO ASK 
1. How does financial need affect admissions 

decisions at a particular institution? 

2. What types of merit scholarships are offered 

that do not take into consideration financial 

need? 

3. How and when should students apply for need- 

based aid and merit aid? 

4. What forms are required? 

5. When will families be notified of 

financial aid decisions? 

6. If financial aid is insufficient to make it 

possible for our child to attend this 

institution, under what condition, if any, will 

the aid office reconsider its offer? 

7. When can we expect to receive bills? How 

many times a year? Are monthly payments 

an option? 

8. Is all financial aid credited to our child’s 

account, or will our child receive checks for 

some of the aid awarded? 

9. Can financial aid be used to pay for books 

and supplies? 

10. Can books and supplies be charged to my 

child’s account? 

11. Are banking services available on or near 

campus with fee-free ATM and/or check 

cashing? 

12. What will happen to the financial aid 

award in the event of a significant 

change in family financial 

circumstances or in our child’s 

enrollment status? 

13. What are the academic requirements for 

the renewal of financial aid, including 

scholarships? 

14. How will cost increases impact the aid 

package? 

15. What amount of student loan indebtedness 

from student loan programs does the typical 

student borrower have upon graduation? 

 

FAFSA for 2020-2021 school year! Seniors, if 

you and your family have not yet completed the 

FAFSA, you should plan to do so ASAP! The FAFSA 

became available on Oct. 1, 2019, and requires 

2018 tax year information. Create an account, 

including FSA IDs and complete the FAFSA at 

www.fafsa.gov. 

  

 

 

REMINDER!! While 
colleges have already 
admitted you to their 
university, they will 
review your final 

transcript to confirm your academic 
performance continued to be at the 
same level that was demonstrated 
when you were accepted. Don’t slack 
off because you think it doesn’t 
matter—it does!  
 

 

NEW SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 
We have learned about the following 

scholarships since our last newsletter. Remember, a 

comprehensive list is always available under the 

“Scholarships” tab on our website at: 

https://www.chaminade-

stl.org/academics/guidance-and-counseling/college-

guidance 

 
REMINDER – UPCOMING DEADLINE: 1/17/2020 SLU Jesuit 

Community Scholarship – This scholarship supports the continued 

education of students from Catholic high schools in metro St. Louis. 

Scholarships will range in value from $5,000 to full tuition, based on 

the financial need of the student. To qualify, student must have a 

minimum 3.2 GPA, submit a 500-word essay on the topic, “What does 

a Catholic education mean to you?”, complete and submit the FAFSA 

by 1/15/19, and submit the completed application (essay) by Jan. 

16th. Submit the document to your College Counselor. 

 

 Campus visits 
 If you’re planning that one last visit to a campus 
to make sure it’s the right fit for you, make sure 

you submit an absence notification on the 
College Counseling website. This initiates the 

process for getting the absence excused at 
Chaminade. If you have questions, ask your 

College Counselor.  
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Braxton Rethwisch Scholarship - The Missouri Association 

for College Admission Counseling (MOACAC) is pleased to 

offer the Braxton Rethwisch scholarship to Missouri high 

school seniors who exhibit a commitment to learning and 

have demonstrated leadership skills and community service 

involvement. Five one-time $1,000 scholarships will be 

awarded. Eligibility: Open to current high school seniors 

who have a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or greater; applicant 

must be a Missouri resident; applicant must enroll as a full-

time student at a MOACAC member post-secondary 

institution. A list of member institutions is attached to the 

scholarship application; if selected and recipient does not 

enroll in a MOACAC postsecondary member institution, the 

scholarship will be revoked and awarded to another 

applicant. Students should complete the application on 

Scholarship Central. To access the application, students 

should:  1).Visit this 

link:  https://stlouisgraduates.academicworks.com/oppo

rtunities/2492;  2). Read eligibility criteria.  If eligible, click 

the gray “sign up” button to create an account, or click the 

orange “sign in” button if a Scholarship Central account has 

already been created. 3). Once logged in, complete the 

General Application. This is a profile, which is used to pair 

the student with available scholarship opportunities. 4). Find 

Braxton Rethwisch Scholarship under “recommended 

opportunities,” and click “apply.” Deadline is 3/16/20.  

 

 

 

 

So, you’re starting to think about making your final college 
decision. It may be time to make some tough choices. No matter 
where you’re coming from or where you’re going, it took a ton of 
work to get here. Congrats on your acceptances up to this point! 
Don’t worry--you’re going to figure this out, make that final 
college decision, and have a great time next year! These five 
steps will help. (adapted from an article from CollegeXpress) 

1. Take an inventory – review what you know and like about your 
final contenders; a pros and cons list might be helpful. Revisit 
the criteria you used when adding schools to your list originally. 

2. Go back to campus – refresh your memory and decide if you 
can ‘see’ yourself there for the next 4 years. 

3. Trust your ‘gut’ – imagine yourself at each school on your list; 
identify those ‘issues’ that might be of concern to you about a 
campus (distance, not going where you think your parents want 
you to attend, etc.). 

4. Figure out finances – make sure you have a very clear picture 
of cost of attendance at each university. Compare award letters; 
make sure you understand what each school is offering.  

5. Remember the worst-case scenario – if you end being in a 
situation that doesn’t work out (for whatever reason), you can 
always pursue Plan B, whatever that might be. It may not be 
easy or go exactly as planned, but you can definitely survive it! 

For the full article, click this link: https://www.collegexpress.com/articles-

and-advice/admission/articles/college-applications/5-steps-making-your-

final-college-decision/ 

   

 

 

  

 

Discover Student Loans Scholarship Award Sign up 

for e-mails to get helpful college tips and resources, and 

enter to win a scholarship! Throughout the year, 11 

eligible students or parents will be randomly selected to 

win a $10,000 Discover Student Loans Scholarship 

Award to help cover college expenses. For more 

information, visit the following 

website: https://scholarship.collegecovered.com/?ac

mpgn=E_EAW_CSEM_BM_X_BMHS2. Deadline to 

apply is 1/31/20.  

 

5 steps to 
making your 
final college 
decision 

 

HAPPY 

NEW 

YEAR! 
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