
2022-2023 Changes/Adjustments to the Handbook 

The Handbook has been reorganized and renumbered for easier reference.  The following are key 
changes and adjustments. 

Under the Dress Code: 

 Any outerwear officially bearing the name of Chaminade (purchased in the Spirit Store or obtained as
part of an official Chaminade sports team or activity).  Hoods are not to cover the head or face.

No other outerwear may be worn in the buildings from the start of school until dismissal.   Unofficial outerwear
may be confiscated.  Students are responsible for retrieving confiscated items at the end of the school day.
Unclaimed clothing will be donated at the end of the year.

Under the attendance policies: 

All students are expected to be living with a parent or guardian. Even after a student turns 18 years of age, he is to 
live with a parent/guardian and have their signature on all required forms or notifications. 

An absence from school without notification from a parent/legal guardian within 24 hours of the absence will be 
marked as unexcused. 

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES (restored) 
Excessive absences from school can seriously compromise the academic standing of a student.  The administration 
of the school will steadily review the number of absences to determine if a conference with parents will be 
necessary.  Students who are absent seven (7) times in a semester for non-school-related functions (i.e. retreat days, 
school trips, Chaminade sporting contests do not count) will receive notification from the school.  Students who are 
absent twelve (12) times in a semester will be required to have their parent(s) meet with their counselor and the 
appropriate administrator.  Absences beyond twelve (12) may result in disciplinary and/or academic consequences. 

Under disciplinary due process: any appeals to the President must be made within 24 hours of a 
decision to withdraw. 

With daily academic lab time, the following has been adjusted: 

ACADEMIC LABS 
The daily schedule includes an Academic Lab period for each student.  Students are to report to their Academic Lab 
at the start of the period for attendance.  With proper permission, they may sign out to seek instructional help.  
Students are expected to abide by classroom procedures during their AcLab time and to use their time 
constructively. 

Juniors and Seniors with an Academic Lab on their schedule will report to the library or their assigned Academic 
Lab.  Students are expected to us their Academic Lab time wisely.  Students may seek academic assistance with 
appropriate permission and may sign out to the Café, the Atrium and Campus Ministry. 

Under Academic Dishonesty: 

To clarify, the following statement has been added to the section on Academic Dishonesty: 
Students who help others commit an action of academic dishonesty are also included in this policy (i.e. sharing work 
with another student). 



And the following to Plagiarism: 
Paraphrasing materials from a source without proper documentation and/or using an application/website/program to 
convert source materials without citations are also considered plagiarism.   
 
Under Culture of Kindness: 
 
Chaminade has a new anonymous reporting service: Safe School Helpline. 
 
Safe School Helpline 
The Safe School Helpline number is 800-418-6423 x359 for voice messages and 614-426-0240 TIPS for text 
messages. A mobile app, Safe School Helpline, is also available. 
 
Presentations will be made to students on how to use the hotline. 
 
The following have also been added to clarify current practice: 
 
STUDENT THREATS 
Any and all verbal, written or electronic threats addressed to a student (including self-harm), staff, or faculty 
member will be taken seriously. A threat is defined as any statement or action, which communicates potential or 
intended harm, damage to personal or family safety, or death. Chaminade will act to keep the school community 
safe, including, but not limited to suspension, mandatory evaluation, implementation of the Crisis Plan portion of the 
Mental Health policy, and/or disciplinary action up to and including withdrawal. 
 
REPORTING ABUSE  
If a student is the victim of child abuse, he should tell a teacher, counselor or administrator immediately. All school 
personnel are mandated reporters of child abuse (sexual, physical and emotional), as well as child neglect and 
domestic violence, under Missouri law. 
 
Under the Acceptable Use Policy: 
 
Cost of repairs for intentional damage to another student’s device will be the responsibility of the student 
causing the damage.  
 
Online and Social Media Use 
Students may not use the school crest without permission. 
Students may not use the school name or refer to Chaminade in a manner that disparages the school or harms its 
reputation or the reputation of other students. 
Violators may be subject to disciplinary action. 
 
The presentation of the Cell Phone Policy was revised for greater clarity, including confiscation 
approach: 
 
Rules Regarding Cell Phones/Mobile Devices/Headphones Use 
 
 Students may use their cell phones/tablets during lunch and between classes.   

 Students may never use their cell phones in the classroom without teacher permission. Cell phones can be used in 
the classroom if the teacher uses them for educational purposes.  Students are expected to comply with all teacher 
guidelines for cell phone use and storage during class.   

 Students may never video or take photos or record audio in a classroom without the explicit permission of the 
teacher. 



 Students may not photograph or videotape other students without their permission and may not post images of 
other students to any social media site, application or the like without their permission.  

 Due to the recording capacity of electronic devices, it is prohibited to use any photo, video or audio recording 
device (especially cell phones) in any bathroom or locker room on the Chaminade Campus.  

 Students may use headphones with the permission of a teacher and/or Administrator.  Headphone use should not 
prevent an adult from gaining the attention of a student.  

Students using devices (including headphones) inappropriately will have them confiscated.  Students may retrieve 
confiscated devices from the Associate Principal for Student Development (high school students) or the Middle 
School Principal (middle school students) at the end of the school day.  Chaminade is not responsible for any item 
while being held in confiscation.  Repeat offenses will result in confiscation beyond the school day. 
 
The COVID-19 section has been summarized with the following statement: 
 
COVID-19/Pandemics 
Chaminade will implement, as needed, policies and procedures to combat health and safety issues related to COVID 
and/or other pandemic diseases. The primary mitigation for everyone is to stay home when sick. Other measures 
may be implemented as needed, including, but not limited to, masking, social distancing, limited gathering and 
movement, quarantining and isolation and virtual school days. Any mitigations will be implemented in conjunction 
with the recommendations of the CDC, St. Louis County officials and Chaminade’s health advisory team. 

 
Several items previously removed from the handbook as a result of mitigation factors no longer 
employed have been restored, including breakfast hours before school, the snack bar available 
after school, temporary housing available in the dorm, visitor sign-in procedure.   
 
The following Mental Health Policy has been added: 
 
MENTAL HEALTH 
At Chaminade we are committed to supporting the mental health and wellbeing of our students. Our Catholic 
Marianist tradition provides a culture that is supportive, caring, and respectful. We know and appreciate that 
everyone experiences different life challenges and that each of us may need additional help and support on their Esto 
Vir journey. 
 
Relationship-based 
The faculty, staff, and administration of Chaminade is committed to partnering with families that might require 
additional assistance and support with their son’s mental health. We pride ourselves in having positive and trusting 
relationships with our students.  The counseling department welcomes the opportunity to meet with students and 
parents to discuss their individual situations.  Students whose needs cannot be accommodated within our school 
community will be referred to community resources.   
 
Services Offered 
Chaminade’s solution based focused model is designed to help students manage immediate problems and provide 
short-term interventions that can lead to long-term success for our students. Services can be provided for issues that 
arise recently and/or are expected to resolve relatively quickly. Decisions regarding treatment recommendations are 
a group effort between the counseling department, the administration, and our families. 
 
Academic Impact 
If a student has concerns with their mental health that impacts their academic performance significantly, the 
administration and counselors will work with the student and their family to develop a plan. This plan will have the 
best interest of the student in mind and will uphold the integrity of the academic program at Chaminade.  
If the following factors are present, the student could be asked to withdraw from Chaminade. 

 Inconsistent attendance or excessive absences 

 Recommendation from outside clinician 



 Lack of motivation or engagement in treatment plan 
 
Crisis Plan 
In the event a teacher, counselor or administrator becomes aware of a student in crisis, the following actions will be 
implemented: an in-person meeting with the student involved (including counselor and administrator); contact with 
the parents of the student(s) involved; a psychological evaluation from an outside clinician; a plan in place to help 
with the transition of the student returning to campus. 
 
Under the House System: 
 
Student Expectations 
Mentor Group is treated equivalently to a class period.  Every student is expected to be a good citizen of his House 
and Mentor Group, including but not limited to: 
1. Showing up to all House activities and Mentor Group on-time and remaining actively present. 
2. Engaging with positive participation during Mentor Group and House activities. 
3. Following school code of conduct policies. 
 
Mentors will be providing comments on grade reports for all students. 
 
And the following information has been added: 
 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AND DRILLS 
Chaminade has a detailed Emergency Response plan that is reviewed regularly both internally and with Creve Coeur 
Emergency Responders. Safety drills (i.e. Fire, Earthquake, Tornado and Intruder) are conducted several times 
throughout the school year. Students are expected to cooperate fully with all directives and safety procedures both in 
a drill and a real emergency. 
 


